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Excerpt from By-law No. 49/2008  
 

THE CITY OF WINNIPEG 
 

PRIVATE ACCESS BY-LAW 
NO. 49/2008 

 
A By-law of THE CITY OF WINNIPEG to regulate  

the modification of rights-of-way to provide  
access to private real property in the City. 

 
THE CITY OF WINNIPEG, in Council assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
Procedure when Director cannot approve application  
14(1) Where an application for a private access is made that cannot be approved by the 
Director pursuant to section 10, the Director must notify the applicant of this fact in compliance 
with The City of Winnipeg Charter.  
 
14(2) Where an application cannot be approved by the Director because the proposed private 
access does not comply with clause 10(1)(f), upon payment by the applicant of an 
administration fee determined by Council from time to time, the Director must immediately 
forward the application to the Clerk of the relevant Council Committee.  
 
14(3) When the Director forwards the application pursuant to subsection (2), the Director must 
also forward a report to the relevant Council Committee setting out the reason or reasons why 
the application cannot be approved by the Director under clause 10(1)(f) and the report may 
include the position of the Director concerning the substance of the application.  
 
Criteria for approval of permits by Council Committees  
15. A Council committee may approve a private access permit under sections 12 and 13 where 
the Committee considers that:  
 

(a) conformity with the rules set out in sections 17 to 21 would be unreasonable in the 
circumstances, including the use to which the property is intended to be put;  
 
(b) the location and size of the proposed private access is reasonably required for the 
use to which the property is intended to be put; and  
 
(c) the location and size of the proposed private access would not be detrimental to the 
safe and efficient movement of vehicular and pedestrian traffic on the adjacent street.  
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Excerpt from By-law No. 49/2008  
 

NON-CONFORMING PRIVATE ACCESSES 
 
General rules re. private accesses  
17(1) deleted 81/2021  
 
17(2) deleted 81/2021  
 
 
Specific rules re. residential approaches  
18. Private approaches benefitting residential properties are non-conforming if they fail to 
conform to the following rules:  
 

(a) an approach must not be less than 3 metres or greater than 6.5 metres wide 
measured along the property line;  
 

(a.1) the private access must not be detrimental to the safe and efficient 
movement of vehicular and pedestrian traffic upon the adjacent street;  
added 81/2021  
 

(b) subject to subsection 25(3), a private approach must not extend beyond the lot line 
of the adjacent property projected into the street if  
 

(i) the approach could negatively impact an existing or future conforming private 
approach benefitting an adjacent property; and  

 
(ii) an alternate location of the approach is possible, taking into account the 
proposed or actual location of buildings on the lot;  

 
(c) an approach must not be constructed or allowed to exist where a lane at least 4.5 

metres wide is adjacent to the property, whether or not the lane is improved.  
 
Specific non-conforming accesses – Schedules A and B  
21(1) Subject to this section, a private access is not in conformity with this By-law where it is 
located on a roadway or a portion of a roadway identified in Schedules “A” or “B”.  
 
21(2) Subsection (1) does not apply where a private access is located on a service road 
adjacent to the principal roadway identified in Schedule “A”.  
 
21(3) Subsection (1) does not apply where a private access is located on a roadway or portion 
of a roadway identified in Schedule “B” and there is no other means of access to the property.  
 
21(4) Where a permit for a private access located on a roadway or portion of a roadway 
identified in Schedule “B” is issued, the permit is temporary and is conditional upon a new 
private approach or private walk being constructed by the owner of the property when this is 
possible due to the construction of other roadways, lanes or service roads. 
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Excerpt from By-law No. 49/2008  
 

CONSTRUCTION OF PRIVATE ACCESSES 

Cost of constructing private access payable by owner  
22. Subject to section 24, where construction, modification, relocation or removal of a private 
access is approved under this By-law, all the costs thereof, including the costs of removing or 
relocating structures or trees within the street, must be paid by the owner of the property 
benefitted by the private access. 
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